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Abstract:

We chose to be preoccupied with Muhammad Arkoun's critique of classical
Islamism, over the important space he devoted in his various works to the efforts of
orientalists who cared about Islamic heritage. while Arkoun praised the remarkable role
played by the people of Orientalism in illuminating important aspects of this heritage,
at a time when their Muslim counterparts could not achieve similar results, the Algerian
researcher warned about some of the challenges that marred the work of
orientalists,most notably their asceticism in the oral phenomena that are the essence
of Islamic popular culture and their neglect of informal written phenomena, as well as
the overwhelming of the philological and the transformation of some heads of

orientalism into propaganda trumpets marketed to western culture.
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