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The Concept of Morals: A Contemporary
Philosophical Reading

A. D. Ali Asaad Watfa

Introduction

This study deals with a set of concepts which compose the concept of Morals in both
Arabic and western cultures proceeding from the problematic of ambiguity and
uncertainty encircling the concept of Morals and the associated sub-concepts in order
to offer a methodological and harmonic vision of the concept and its values and
humanitarian contents.

The research represents a scientific attempt to rebuild the concept of Morals and
cast away the ambiguity in which it is encircled. It represents, as well, a humble effort to
organize the sub-concepts and represent them in a clear and integrated way among
them and in relation with concept of Morals considered as the general framework for all
these sub-concepts.

In that context, the study tries to answer some fundamental questions related to
defining the connotations of the concept of Morals through both Arabic and western
cultures, as well as definition the pillars of sub-concepts of Morals: goodness, duty,
conscience, ethics, values and law; besides drawing the relationships between these in
the context of the general concept of “Morals”.

In order to answer these questions the study determines the concept of Morals in
Arabic culture, and defines its meaning, significance and structure; subsequently make
comparison with its counterpart in western culture in order to illustrate differences and
convergence between the concepts in the two cultures.

Furthermore, the sub-concepts of morals such as: goodness, duty, justice, beauty
and conscience are defined and the patterns of interaction between these are delineated
in a circle of clarity of meaning and structure and cultural associations.

Finally, the study succeeded in offering an objective and integrated image in which
the geographical dimensions was completed, and the philosophical map of important
concepts and relevant thinkers and philosophers who dealt with Morals issue was
drawn.
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