Aosno ! 4 glay lo g
;s' -+ [JEIUL S

Elements of the heroism of the Prophet
Muhammad in the Orientalist discourse

Judlan ulaVl éuis
g

\/

akrouti.tlili@gmail.com




‘ 2023 (o - o) dalidl Ld] - s poludldumll— 1glg al dlme

oo o A gl ilo gio
;5' il Ol 3

9558 i

s addo

LoLoatsl o 01 98 cdipann Blaxll (31l Cllasedl 3 o (o1 Aglay culoia, Ayl oin Guas
ISile e ST Oy Bl fdl Bumm sl udns (n 480 Lo cyal) AL clulitully s o g
Simy Glidl 1ia 39 il maall (s iz G Lol 8 Lo A1 {gwbias oy gall s 5 o2lsS
sollse (e 595 5089 mupt aaga b (0 G98,ddun (o5 188 lie Lotz | LAT.l5 modle (o Sily S peitige
dazma il Baw @ (Flarx¥) Al

etz l— LulZdl- (- dama (G- B, aTudl- skl irslall Lo

Abstract:

This paper deals with the elements of heroism in the orientalist discourse related to the
biography of the Prophet Muhammad, as he is the one who created a strong fusion between
monotheism and the tribal politics of the Arabs, which enabled him to achieve political unity
among the tribes, according to Michael Cook. In this sense, he is a political hero. Religiously,
the Prophet Muhammad revived the religion of Ibrahim al-Hanaif, and in this context, Louis
Massignon and Bassetti Sani discussed the features of that. As for socially, Orientalists such
as Hubert Grimm and Fred Donner demonstrated the aspects of social reform in the life of the

Prophet Muhammad.

Key words: Heroism — Orientalism - The Prophet Muhammad - The Religion — Politics -

Society.
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2- Michael Cook, Muhammad, Oxford New York, University Press, p 85: «What Muhammad also did for the
Arabs of his day was to effect a powerful fusion between his monotheism and their tribal politics. His
achievement can be seen as a revival of the radically monotheist polity enshrined in the story of Moses».
3-Op. Cit., p85-86: «Against such a back ground, it was a very considerable innovation to bring about the rule
of God and His prophet over an independent community of believers.
It was no accident that Muhammad achieved this in Arabia, with its predominantly pastoral and stateless
tribal society. He had the good luck to be born into an environment which offered scope for political
creativity such as is not usually open to the religious reformer. But it was clearly more than good luck that he
found in this society the key to a hither to virtually untapped deserve of power.
The pastoral tribes of Arabia were of necessity mobile and watrlike, but their military potential was normally
dissipated in small- scale raiding and feuding. Muhammad's doctrine, and the use he put it to, brought to this

society a remarkable, if transient coherence of purpose».
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1- Ibid. P86: «The Arab conquests rapidly destroyed one empire, and permanently detached large territories
of another».

2- Michael Cook, Muhammad, p86: «Political unity did not come easily to the Arab tribesmen, and within
decades of Muhammad's death hey had fought two major civil wars. It was not unreasonable to suppose that
Arab domination would simply disintegrate, leaving as little residue as did that of the Goths in Europe. In any
case, tribal conquerors are usually less civilized than the settled populations they subject, and accordingly end
up by adopting the culture of their subjects. Of this too there were signs in the early period of Arab rule. Had
the Arab seit her disintegrated politically or capitulated culturally in this formative period; the minor religious
movement initiated by Muhammad in western Arabia would not have become one of the world's major
civilizations. That the Arabs were able to withstand the countervailing pressures so successfully in the
generations following the death of their prophet is remarkable. It is hard to imagine that they could have done
so had their hegemony not derived meaning and purpose from the monotheist polity which Muhammad had

created among them, and the monotheist faith which he had made their own».
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2-Michael Cook, Muhammad, p86: «As we saw, there are already indications in the Koran that Muhammad's
message was in principle directed to all mankind. One of this these immediate followers was in fact a Persian,
a certain Selman, who had abandoned the religion of his fathers, left his native land, and come to Arabia in
search of the religion of Abraham. Within a century or two of Muhammad's death, the religion of Abraham
was spread far be yond Arabia, and large numbers of converts to Islam had appeared among the conquered
peoples. At first conversion tended to go hand in hand with Arabisation- in other words, the converts were
assimilated into the society of their conquerors. But in both social and geographic alters, Islam soon spread well
beyond the reach of such Arabisation».
3-Ibid., p88: «Today, the Arabian prophet is recognized as the messenger of God among a great variety of
peoples, and the Arabs themselves account for less than a sixth of the world's Muslims. It is of course true that
Muhammad's religion, with its Arabian sanctuary and Arabic Koran, retains a strong Arab coloring; unlike
Christianity, it did not break with the milieu in which it was born. Yet the Arab identity of Islam has inevitably

faded with the centuries, and Islam is now many things to many men».
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2- Ibid., p39-40: «A more ambitious conception of Muhammad's role arises out of the religion of Abraham.
(...), Muhammad could be seen as a messenger sent to restore it (...). In the course of the major koranic account
of the foundation of the sanctuary, were ad that Abraham prayed in these terms on behalf of his descendants».
3-Michael Cook, Muhammad, p76: «Palestine is far from unimportant in tradition (we saw how it tends to
recover its centrality towards the end of time). Yet in the traditional account of Muhammad's career, it is
already demoted in favor of Mecca in the second year of the Hijra, when Muhammad changes the direction of
prayer of his followers from Jerusalem to Mecca. There after Mecca is the religious focus of his movement, as it
is also the main object of his political and military aspirations. In the non- Muslim sources, by contrast, this
role is played by Palestine, and provides the religious motive for its conquest. The Armenian chronicle Erfurt
she gives a rationale for this attachment: Muhammad told that Arabs that, as descendants of Abraham through
Ishmael, they too land a claim to the land which God had promised to Abraham and his seed. The religion of
Abraham is in fact as central in the Armenian account of Muhammad's preaching as it is in the Muslim sources;

but it is given a quite different geographical twist».
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1- Michael Cook, Muhammad, p76: «(...) picking out a couple of key elements of Muhammad's preaching and
asking where they may have come from.

One quite fundamental idea is that of the 'religion of Abraham'. That this was not an invention of Muhammad's
is indicated by the Islamic tradition: rightly or wrongly, it depicts adherents of the idea in both Mecca and
Yathrib before the coming of Muhammad. Outside Arabia, we know that the idea had occurred, if only as
armchair theology, to Jews and Christians. Long before Muhammad, the apocryphal Book of Jubilees (a Jewish
work preserved by Christians) had outlined a religion of Abraham which the patriarch had imposed on all his
sons and grandsons- including by implication the Arabs».

2- Ibid., p84: «(...) a prophet was about to be sent to proclaim this religion- and would arise in the very land
from which Zayd had set out».
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1- Fred Donner, Muhammad and the Believers: At the origins of Islam, the Belknap press of Harvard University
Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, London, England, 2010, pp 66-67: «The Quran's emphasis on the
importance of righteous behavior is so great that we are fully justified in characterizing the Believers' movement
as being not only as strictly pietistic one. In this respect, the Believers' movement can be seen as a continuation
of the pietistic tendency found in Near East irreligious in the late antique period. (...) it is of course true that the
pietism of the Believers' movement, as were construct it from the Quran, represents a unique manifestation of
this broad trend toward piety, tailored to the Arabian cultural environment. Even though the Believers
perceived the world around them to be full odinquiety, the kind of ascetic orientation that was so prominent in
the late antique Christian tradition, especially in Syria and Egypt».
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