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Aesthetics of the body and its employment in art:
Moroccan Gnaoui art as a model
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Abstract:

Through this paper, we seek to research the topic of art and the body and the relationship that arises between
these two components, through Gnaoui dance. This musical art, on which the body bets through dance and musical
rhythms, to seize the authority of speech and question existence and living reality. By means of "directed dance"
and "attraction" the body escapes from censorship to create its own world, the world of expression in which the
movements and signs act as a silent language, articulating and loudly speaking what lies in the inner depths of the
dancing Gnaoui being, drawing in space forms and signs mixed with groans, pain, and prayers, where the body
becomes a creator of its own language, shackled and liberated, silent and crying, faint and raging, until it reaches
the stage of spiritual elation (attractiveness), ending with falling to the ground in search of purification. Consequently,
the body in our study is not a grave for the soul and a hindrance to it, as Plato considered it, but rather a bearer of
identity, and through it our existence in the world is realized. This is what makes the Gnaoui dancing body not just

afleeting culture of spectacle, but rather an embodied knowledge, and a writing fused to history, identity and culture.

Keywords: Body, Art, Dance ,Philosophy of the body, Canon art.
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