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Freedom in the liberal vision

The problematic of Freedom of belief
between Locke and Rawls philosophy
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Abstract:

This article sheds light on the issue of freedom of belief based on two important moments
in the history of the liberal perspective on freedom in general. The first, is Locks philosophical
foundation of the concept of tolerance by separating political judgment and the role of the state
from peoples beliefs and intentions. The second, concerns Rawlins formulation of reasonable
pluralism based on the principle that all citizens are free and equal. The article compares then
direct debate between one of the classical liberals and one of the most important heirs of the
classical liberal enlightenment, the overlapping areas between them, as the second is bound
by the philosophical boundaries within which the first conceived the concept of tolerance and
limited it.

Because the classical liberal understanding of the issue of freedom of belief, which
represents the principle of the state’s political neutrality in Rawls view as an extension of it,
includes many the critical and practical paradoxes, this makes liberal political subject to
criticism and doubts about its purposes and assumptions. Some will consider the principle of
neutrality an ideological illusion to dominate a cultural reference over another, as Will Kymlick
a argued, while others will consider it a structural flaw in the Kantian foundations of religious
liberalism, which fundamentally, according to Michael Sandal, leads to the paradox of the
priority of the right over the good and the resulting ethical violations against the psychological

and symbolic security of many victims of hateful or racist expression.

Keywords: Liberalism, Freedom of belief, Neutrality, Tolerance, Recognition.
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