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ABSTRACT:

In this book, the author, Ali Al-Saleh Moula, explores the trajectories of the "hybrid
state” to understand the logic behind the emergence and persistence of this model in the Arab
region, despite its inherent crisis, stemming primarily from the primacy of the state over the
nation, and despite the existence of other, equally plausible, alternatives. He examines the
limits of political modernization among the pioneers of the Arab Renaissance and reform
movements, comparing them with the contributions of European philosophers and thinkers
to the modernization of the state. The author reveals the circumstances surrounding the end
of the Ottoman imperial era and the ensuing alternatives, such as the nation-state that
emerged in Turkey in conflict with the thesis of the Caliphate State, as well as the Arab nation-
state, which gradually took shape at the expense of the unified State, a potential alternative
whose exclusion was driven by various factors. The author studied the historical and
geopolitical contexts that contributed to the formation of the nation-state whose survival
eventually became intertwined with the interests of old and new colonial powers, thus,
entrenching it, despite its flaws, as an ineluctable reality. The alternative to it, the latter
suggests, may be nothing but further fragmentation along sectarian and primordial identity

grounds.

Key words: The state, Rationality, Reform, Renaissance, Modernization, Caliphate,

Nationalism, Identity, Europe.
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