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ABSTRACT:

This article examines the transformations of symbolic power within the classroom in the
context of value-based and social fractures that have undermined the legitimacy of the school
and reshaped the role of the teacher. The study is grounded in the hypothesis that classroom
discipline is no longer an educational practice rooted in mutual recognition and the
production of meaning. Rather, it has shifted toward the technical management of disorder,
producing a merely formal discipline and a theatrical display of order, where effectiveness is
gauged by superficial indicators rather than genuine value-based integration. Drawing on a
sociological approach thatincorporates multiple theoretical perspectives (Bourdieu, Foucault,
Goffman, Habermas), the article argues that the current crisis of classroom discipline is
fundamentally a crisis of legitimacy, reflecting the erosion of value consensus and the
fragmentation of educational authority among multiple actors inside and outside the school.
It concludes that any meaningful reform requires re-establishing the educational relationship
as a communicative space for generating legitimacy from within, restoring the teacher’s role as
a symbolic actor, and re-envisioning the classroom as a site for cultivating active citizenship

rather than merely enforcing behavioural compliance.

Keywords: teacher, symbolic power, classroom discipline, recognition, false discipline,

controlled laxity, school legitimacy.
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