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Deconstructing Gender Discourse in Omani
Feminist Literature:

Bushra Khalfan’s Dilshad as a Case Study
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ABSTRACT:

This study seeks to examine the aesthetic and artistic characteristics of Omani feminist
literature, which has recently witnessed an accelerated pace of production, with particular
emphasis on Bushra Khalfan’s novel Dilshad. The analysis highlights the deconstruction of
gender discourse, which has evolved into a distinctly feminist narrative endowed with unique
linguistic features. Dilshad consistently engages with gender-related concepts that foreground
women’s roles and positions in the world, while simultaneously challenging entrenched
stereotypes that structure male—female relations. Such stereotypes have historically
contributed to women'’s internalized sense of inferiority in contrast to the elevated status of
men in contemporary society. This phenomenon, rooted in socio-cultural frameworks,
becomes especially evident in the process of constructing the imagined literary text authored

by women.

Keywords: Gender, Imagined Text, Feminine Prose, Socio-Cultural.
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