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Democracy To Come
Politics As Relational Praxis
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Abstract:

Fred Dallmayr’s Democracy to Come is a constructive work in which a theory of democracy is
substantiated by, developed through, and reconsidered amid ongoing dialogue with a diverse cast

of interlocutors.

In each of the book’s succeeding seven chapters, Dallmayr engages a different thinker or tradition.
He begins in the first chapter with analytic and continental political theory and articulates an affinity
for deliberative models of democracy. He then suggests fertile resonance between deliberative
democracy and Jacques Derrida’s notion of ‘democracy to come’ in their common rejection of
domination and resistance to finality. Pushing beyond the traditional construal of deliberative
democracy, Dallmayr advocates an ‘apophatic humanism’ that is more attentive to the
hermeneutical dimension of deliberation and that strives to remain open to radically new

possibilities (p. 40).
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