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The efforts of the modernist rhetoricians in
harmonizing between the Arabic and the Western
rhetorical knowledge: the case of Mohamed Alomri
and Mohamed Alwali
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Abstract:

Ancient and modern Arab rhetoricians interacted positively with Western rhetoric, including in
various historical eras. This matter was the reason for the openness of this civilization to what the
other thought knew. This openness came from a scientific standpoint that saw rhetoric as a vast field
capable of studying various styles of discourse, which is what directed attention towards it. Where
we meet the efforts of ancient rhetoricians, a large part of which was focused on studying poetry,
such as the contributions of Ibn Sina and Hazem Al-Qartajani, while the contributions of modern
rhetoricians extended to other literary and artistic fields, which is what we see in Muhammad Al-
Omari, Muhammad Al-Wali, Muhammad Mishbal, and others.

Our interest here will focus on studying two important books on modern Arabic rhetoric, which
studied the forms of interaction between Western and Arabic rhetoric. These two books are: “Arabic
Rhetoric, Its Origins and Extensions” by Muhammad al-Amri, and “Metaphor in Greek, Arab, and
Western Stations” by Muhammad al-Wali.

Keywords: Arabic rhetoric - Western rhetoric - Modern rhetoricians - Muhammad Al-Amri -

Muhammad Al-Wali.
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