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Incommensurability in the Philosophy of Science:
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Abstract:

In this paper, we will attempt to analyze and compare the concept of incommensurability
in the philosophy of science by exploring its roots and focusing on the significance of its
introduction within the context of the sciences. We will also examine its initial emergence,
positioning it among scientific theories, and comparing it in the works of two philosophers of

science: Thomas Kuhn and Paul Feyerabend.

Although their perspectives are similar, Feyerabend views incommensurability from his
chaotic perspective on science, while Thomas Kuhn finds himself compelled to build his
theory of incommensurability based on the concept of the "paradigm” within the scientific
community. This study will demonstrate that the concept of incommensurability in
contemporary epistemology plays a crucial role in understanding the trajectory of scientific
development.

How can the concept of incommensurability be interpreted in the philosophy of science? Does
this concept reflect a fundamental contradiction between scientific theories? What makes it
particularly importantin explaining the development of science? What is its relationship with
the abundance of scientific methodologies? How did Thomas Kuhn's understanding of
incommensurability differ from that of Paul Feyerabend? Is there a fundamental divergence in
their approaches to this concept? Moreover, what role does incommensurability plays in the

philosophies of both Thomas Kuhn and Paul Feyerabend?

Keywords: Incommensurability, Scientific Community, Science Anarchy, Paradigm.
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http://www.plato.stanford.edu/entries/incommensurability.
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1- Paul Feyerabend, Contre La Méthode : Esquisse d une théorie anarchiste de Ia connaissance, tr. Baudouin
Jurdant et Agnés Schlumberger, Seuil, Paris, 1979, pp 253 — 254.

2-Paul Feyerabend: Explanation, Reduction and Empiricism, University of Minnesota, Studies in the
Philosophy of science, vol 3, 1962. p 60.

3- "L’incommensurabilité fait probléme pour les philosophes, pas pour les scientifiques, les philosophes
insistent sur la permanence de la signification a travers tout un raisonnement, tandis que les scientifiques
conscients que du fait que: Parler une langue ou expliquer une situation veut dire  la fois suivre des régles et

les changer". Paul Feyerabend, Adieu La Raison. Op, cit. p 310.
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