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Book introduction: The Camel and the Desert:
A Historical and Anthropological Approach
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Abstract:

In this introduction, we focus on the problems raised by the author of 7he Camel and the Desert: A
Historical Anthropological Approach and the methods he employs. The first focuses on the disagreement
among historians regarding the emergence of the camel in history as a historical, civilizational, and cultural
phenomenon, and the gradual progression of this phenomenon from its spread to its decline in the present
era. This is all connected to the transformations witnessed by the functions of the camel throughout history
and the various practices people have undertaken in their relationship with the camel. The second
concentrates on the researcher's use of two main methods: the historical method and the semiotic approach,
as well as several appropriate mechanisms for analyzing the historical, cultural, and semiotic dimensions of
the practices and functions associated with the camel in the contemporary period, particularly in Tunisia

and the transformations it has witnessed.

Key words: camel, history, anthropology, skills, functions.
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