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The Virtue of Silence in Al-Ghazali's
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Between the Gift of the Tongue and the
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Abstracta

The duality of silence and speech in Al-Ghazali's ethical discourse holds special significance
due to its accuracy in relation to value. Hence, it can only be understood within this discourse
as a religious one with a Sufi essence, shaped by its own unique characteristics and
requirements. This calls for careful consideration, as the connection between silence and
virtue, and speech and vice, is not absolute. This is because considering silence a virtue does
not mean denying the value of speech. Rather, it is a deliberate and thoughtful behaviour
connected to the etiquette and virtues that speech should embody—combining
communication with refinement. This grants a person success in this world and enables them

to attain salvation in the hereafter.
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