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Abstract:

This study aims to understand the dynamics of the Moroccan Justice and Development
Party’s (PJD) stance on the human rights system in relation to the country's cultural and
religious specificities. The study emphasizes the importance of considering several
methodological warnings, notably: the need to account for the dynamic positions of the party’s
affiliated organizational arms—especially the Movement for Unity and Reform, the Zahraa
Forum for Moroccan Women, and the Karama Forum for Human Rights. Although the party
formally asserts in its literature a functional distinction between itself and these affiliated

bodies, it ideologically and politically aligns with them.

The study also stresses the importance of distinguishing between the party’s tactical
behavior and its strategic vision to fully grasp its position on human rights issues. Furthermore,
it highlights the need to differentiate between the stance of the party as an organization and
the positions of some of its leaders on other human rights matters particularly those related to

individual freedoms.

Based on the aforementioned methodological insights, the study concludes that the party
adopts a highly pragmatic and selective approach to the human rights system at the tactical
level. Strategically, however, its position has undergone a fundamental transformation: it has
shifted from a total rejection of the human rights system—previously viewed as a Machiavellian
tool used by developed countries to interfere in the sovereignty of less developed nations in
order to dominate them culturally, ideologically, and civilizationally after having already
subdued them politically, economically, and militarily—to a stance recognizing that Islam,
alongside other religions, cultures, and civilizations, contributed to shaping the human rights
system. Currently, the party holds an even more assertive position, albeit in a "positive"
direction, claiming that Islam was a pioneer in establishing and defending human rights and

ecological values, both in times of peace and war.

Keywords: Justice and Development Party - Human Rights - Democracy - Women's Issues

- Freedom of Religion.
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