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Taha Husayn: History and Orientalism
A Study From "'Cultural Criticism'' Perspective
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Abstract:

This study revisits the issue of Taha Hussein’s (1889-1973) position on Orientalism,
employing the methodology of “cultural criticism,” which addresses questions of identity,
alterity, representation, and hegemony; and analyzes texts and intellectual stances by focusing

”

on the connections between “discourse”, “knowledge”, and “power”.

Given the specificity of this approach, we did not examine Taha Hussein’s literary criticism
corpus. Instead, we started from his foundational intellectual work, “The Future of Culture in
Egypt” (1937)—a book born out of a historical period in which Egypt had achieved
independence and was thus poised to reestablish its relationship with the British colonizer and,

more broadly, with Western powers.

Through our analysis of Taha Hussein’s discourse in “The Future of Culture in Egypt”, we
clarified how he invoked the past and critically revisited it in order to extract from his reading
what he called “elements of permanence” and “elements of transformation” in Egyptian identity.
We showed how this identity, at its core, remained rational and continued to share with the
West the characteristics of its thought and its epistemological ambitions. On this basis, Taha
Hussein engaged with Orientalism, refuted its theses, and rejected the notion of “Orientality”

upon which Orientalists construct their discourses.

Despite the boldness of Taha Hussein’s arguments, their divergence from prevailing
interpretations, and their often-shocking nature for the general readership, they were not

immune to certain contradictions and did not entirely avoid elements of ideological positioning.

Key words: Taha Husayn - Orientalism - Alterity - Rudyard Kipling - Lord Crommer.
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