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Abstract:

This article deals with the conception of the French thinker and philosopher Henri Bergson
on the issue of laughter and humor, and attempts to answer the questions that intensify and
summarize this conception, which are: what is laughter and humor? What connection and what
difference between them? What are their production conditions? Then, why do we laugh or
what are the effective reasons for laughing? Finally, what is the basic function of laughter? And
which purpose behind it? From here, the topic of the article determines its internal structural
structure. This structure was divided into for moments devoted to answering each of these
questions, adopting a descriptive analytical method, and a social philosophical approach, aims
at identifying the philosophical and social content of this conception. This is because humor
and the laughter it provokes, as Bergson think, have a vital and social significance that links
them to life and society, and distances them from the circles of pure aesthetic artistic analysis,
which they are often trapped inside, which constituted the uniqueness, even the originality of

Bergson'’s conception of the issue.

Key Words: Laughter — Humor - Social Philosophical Approach - Aesthetic Artistic Analysis.
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1-Bergson Henri, « Le Rire, De qui rit-on ? Pourquoi rit-on ? », Conférence sur le rire de 18 février 1884,
repris in Mélanges, éd. André Robinet avec La collaboration de Marie-Rose, Mossé-Bastide, Martin-Robinet
et Michel Goutbier, Paris, PUF, 1972, P.313-315.
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1 8Lyl sia L]
-Péres Andrés, Le Rire de Bergson, édition ellipses, paris, 1998, p.6. )
-Vieillard Baron-Jean Louis, Bergson, Que sais-je ? PUF, 3eéd, octobre 2007, p.61.
3-Bergson Henri, le rire : essai sur la signification du comique (1900), PUF, 223e édition, 1967, Préface,
p-V.
4-Ibid., p 1.
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1-Worms Frédéric, Introduction a Matiére et mémoire de Bergson, Paris, PUF, 1e éd, novembre, 1997,
P.180.

2-Pérés Andrés, Le Rire de Bergson,op. cit. P.24.

3-Bergson Henri, le rire: essai sur la signification du comique (1900), op cit, P.66-67.

4-Worms Fréderic, Vocabulaire de Bergson, éd. ellipse, 2000, P.14.
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2-Worms Frédéric, Introduction 4 Matiére et mémoire de Bergson, op. cit. P.178.
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