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Abstract:

This article delves into the historical evolution of human-animal relationships through
different religious and philosophical perspectives. It starts with an analysis of Judaism and
Islam, where religious scriptures provide explicit directives for treating animals with mercy and
respect. Judaism emphasizes regulation and fairness, whereas Islam highlights compassion

and kindness toward animals in the Quran and Hadith.

The article further examines the contributions of classical philosophers like Pythagoras, who
supported vegetarianism and the transmigration of souls, and the Stoics, who considered
animals as part of a natural order overseen by humans with benevolence. Plato and Aristotle
proposed hierarchical views, placing humans at the pinnacle of the cosmic order due to their

rationality and speech.

In the realm of modern philosophy, Descartes introduced the concept of the animal-
machine, regarding animals as mechanical entities devoid of mind and soul. Contrarily, Julien
Offray de La Mettrie argued that both humans and animals are mechanical beings operating

under natural laws.

Concluding, the article discusses future challenges and opportunities in animal protection,
stressing the significance of scientific research, education, legislation, and international
cooperation in enhancing animal welfare. By integrating philosophical theories with socio-
anthropological analyses, the article offers a thorough understanding of the intricate

relationship between humans and animals.

Keywords: Human - Animal - Judaism - Islam - Philosophy - Vegetarianism - Rights —

Relationship.
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