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Abstract:

The chief aim of this paper is to show that theological reasoning took many forms, and
reasoning from the present to the absent is one of these forms. It also explains that theological
issues that were linked to the political aspect in the emergence of theology, and that the
philosophical issues that were linked to its decline were excluded from the definition of
theology, and it was limited to linking it to the doctrinal aspect that was termed “the foundations
of religion”, and this posed a great difficulty to understanding the theological phenomenon.
Therefore, it was necessary to redefine theology. Finally, this article reveals the origins of what
is called the analogy of the absent to the present, defines its structure, presents its
characteristics, and shows that the prevailing generalization that Abu Hamid al-Ghazali was a
rhetorician, and relied on reasoning from the witness to the absent, and that Ibn Rushd was a
demonstrative is a generalization that lacks conclusive evidence, and that the opposite is more

correct by extrapolating their texts.

Keywords: Reasoning - Islamic Theology - Theological Reasoning - Reasoning from The
Present to The Absent.
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1- Aristotle, Organon or Logical Treatises, Literally translation, with notes, syllogistic

examples, analysis, and introduced by Octavus Freire Owen, London, Vol. I, 1989.
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