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Abstract:

The novel "Burnt Papers" explores the impact of patriarchal authority on individuals' lives,
focusing on the story of a young man named Imad and his colleague Aya. The novel highlights
how this authority shapes romantic relationships and influences marriage decisions, where
characters face significant challenges due to the direct interference of family in their personal
lives, especially when this authority imposes strict expectations and standards that conflict with
the individuals' desires and personal ambitions. Aya suffers intense pressure from her father,
who rejects her marriage to Imad for reasons related to old social and cultural considerations.
This illustrates how traditions and social norms can pose a real obstacle to fulfilling desires,
forcing individuals to adapt to family expectations at the expense of their happiness and
fundamental rights in decision-making. The novel also highlights the deep internal struggles
the characters endure, as both Imad and Aya strive to break free from the constraints imposed
on them, hindering their ability to make independent life choices freely. By exploring the
complex romantic relationships affected by the patriarchal system, the novel offers a deep
cultural and social critique of patriarchy and reveals the crucial role that traditions and societal
customs play in reinforcing this authority. The novel thus reflects the importance of the struggle
for personal freedom and independence in the face of traditions, pointing to the significant
challenges individuals face in their attempts to achieve their dreams and aspirations, and in

their pursuit of independence away from growing familial and societal pressures.

Keywords: Paternal Authority - Patriarchal System - Novel - Burnt Papers.
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