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Abstract:

This paper aims to investigate the issue of student trajectories in its historical dimension,
by identifying the main hypotheses on which sociologists have relied to explain these
trajectories. We mention here in particular the hypothesis of social origin proposed by the
French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu in the 1960s, and then the hypothesis of affiliation defended
by Alain Coulon in his book "Le métier d'étudiant” in the 1980s. We emphasize here that we
have not adopted a descriptive approach by merely presenting the results of studies that have
taken this issue as their object, but we have tried to reveal the social contexts that have
produced theoretical approaches on student trajectories, as well as to follow the
transformations that these approaches have undergone, in parallel with the real
transformations that the student world and the university system in general have experienced.
In particular, we have sought to highlight the reasons behind the persistence of the study and
analysis of this issue despite the collapse of the real foundations that were at the origin of its
emergence with Pierre Bourdieu, by highlighting the transformations that have affected the

conceptual meaning of this issue.
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