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Abstract:

It has been a long journey since the authors of this book proposed for the first time what
they called “political semiotics” in a small international conference “Naming in Text, Naming in
Culture” held at the University of Tartu, Estonia, in December, 2007. The title of their
presentation was “Towards a semiotic theory of hegemony: Naming as hegemonic operation
in Lotman and Laclau.” The paper argued that there are fundamental congenialities between
the Tartu-Moscow School of cultural semiotics (led by Juri Lotman) and the Essex 5chool of
discourse theory (led by Ernesto Laclau) and that it needs to be recognized by both intellectual
communities in order for developing a subfield of both semi- otics and political science.
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