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Abstract:

The present article seeks to shed light on the problem of university dropout, by focusing on
the most important explanations provided by specialists for the reasons behind. It should be
noted that we have not given sufficient attention to empirical studies that attempted to uncover
some reasons controlling its spread, without defining theoretical targets that researchers can

use as guidance to analyze the various aspects of that phenomenon.

In fact, we are interested here, in particular, in approaches that were able to go beyond the
realistic manifestations of the problem, thus building theoretical basis for addressing and
interpreting the various issues that can be related to this phenomenon. These approaches can
be summarized in: the psychological approach of Alfred Heilorum and Rose Harriet Allan, the
social approach of Jérdbme Karabel, and, in a particular way, the organizational approach of
Ernest Pascarella, Patrick Trenzini, John Bean, and Barbara Metzner, and the interactionist
approach of W. Spady and V. Tinto, which are both based on the foundations and concepts of

Emile Durkheim's theory of suicide in explaining university dropout

key words: University Dropout, Social Integration, Institutional Integration.
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