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Abstract:

Meaning plays a major role at all levels of linguistic analysis. It represents one of the basic
topics of language. Theories of meaning have varied and differed according to the methods of
studying them. Therefore, modern linguistics meaning in natural languages which results in
the emergence of our basic theories. Denotational Theory considers meaning as the indication.
However, the conception of having two synonyms denoting the same reference renders the
essence of meaning inaccurate. Ideational Theory looks at the meaning as the mental image,
but it was severely criticized, as it interprets ambiguous things and meanings by ideas and
conceptions. Behavioral Theory considers that meaning is the outcome of psycholinguistic
relationship between the stimulus and response. On the other hand, it neglected many events
that are unmeasurable for not generating responses or inclinations. Contextual Theory
managed to find a solution for studying meaning and overcoming flaws of similar theories in
the realm of meaning theories. It addressed meaning in various contexts.
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4- Fador (Jerry) : Semantics, New York, Crowell ,1977, p14.
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