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1- «Michel Foucault explique son dernier livre» (Entretien avec ]. J. Brochier), Magazine littéraire, N° 28,

avril-mai 1969, pp. 23-25 - Cité in Michel Foucault, Dits et écrits 1, Paris, Gallimard, 1994, Pp. 771-779.
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Abstract:

From the point of view of Foucault, the dialogue constituted an opportune moment
to expand his perceptions and positions, and to elucidate its content to his readers.
Therefore, at least since the publication of the book Words and Things, which had a
major contribution to the man’s reputation and fame, Foucault has not ceased to
engage in dialogues with some journalists, writers, and sometimes even philosophers
of his generation. If Foucault's writing style is vague, as is the case of most modern
philosophers, for whom ambiguity is a characteristic of philosophical writing; This
ambiguity disappears in Foucault's dialogues, which is due to two reasons: First, most
of Foucault's dialogues were conducted in an oral manner, so they were closer to the
friendly and intimate debate than to the complex discourse we find within this
philosopher's writing. Second, Foucault himself believed that his dialogues should
function as an explanatory text for his foundational works. Therefore, it appeared both
useful and necessary for these dialogues to be accessible and clear, enabling them to
assume the role of explanatory texts. In this context, this dialogue, which we translated,
comes to highlight some issues related to Foucault's thinking, especially during the
phase that some scholars call the "archeological phase", which was characterized by
Foucault's formation of concepts such as “the historical a priori’, “episteme” and
“statement”, as well as by Foucault's influence by the Structuralist approach. In this
dialogue, which took place after the publication of his book The Archeology of
knowledge, Foucault defends the uniqueness of his archaeological approach. In doing
so, he delineates a clear demarcation between his approach and the
phenomenological archeology, which delves into the exploration of origins and
institutional beginnings. Foucault also simplifies his perspective on history, following
the revolution in this concept with the Annales school; and he explains the nature of
his relationship with structuralism.

Keywords: The Archeology of knowledge, History, Statement, Structuralism,
Subject.
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