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Abstract:

In this article, we study the book “Sociology of Education: Contemporary Critical
Insights,” published at the beginning of 2024. It was written by researcher and
academic Ali Asaad Watfa.

We provided a descriptive and analytical reading that enabled us to clarify its most
important theses and show its value and its contributions.

From what we have achieved, the writer is working to connect educational sociology
with the general sociology from which it emerged, and based on this he insists on the
necessity of understanding the educational phenomenon in its social identity and its
position within its surroundings and in its relationship with the many influences in a
complex life and in a world whose transformations are continuous and whose
possibilities and constraints are many. Then he calls for approaching the crisis of the
educational institution in the Arab countries with the methodological and conceptual
tools that this science provides.

The ambition that led him was to renew the school so that it would respond to the
era and its challenges, and keep pace with the achievements of scientific and
technological development, thus consolidating in young people the values of criticism
and creativity and freeing them from the captivity of indoctrination, taming, and
alienation. Thus, it will be a locomotive for social reform and cultural progress.

We have paid attention to the value of the book, which is evident in providing readers
with extensive knowledge, theoretical sources, and field experiences, and in urging
them to think critically. We also highlighted the writer's embodiment of the qualities of
rational, enlightened scientific research, which helped him delve into issues of
education with knowledge, depth, and accuracy, and to awaken awareness of its
dimensions, and of the importance of developing Arab education, so that it can play its

role in sculpting the desired human model and achieving development and modernity.

Keywords: Sociology of Education, Transformations, Criticism, Renewal,
Development.
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