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The Problematic of Justice and Democracy
Between Habermas and Rawls philosophy
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Abstract:

This article attempts to shed light on the issue of justice and democracy in contemporary
political philosophy by invoking two prominent figures; the German philosopher Jirgen
Habermas and the American philosopher John Rawils. It primarily focuses on the differences
between both philosophers about the conception of Justice with Rawls viewing it as fairness
and Habermas emphasizing deliberation. Differences renames legitimate considering the
distinctiveness of each philosophical tradition. The first, representing the American
philosophical tradition, differs from the second, who embodies the German philosophical

tradition.

The other facet of difference lies in their conceptions of democracy. Rawls grounds
democracy on rational and abstract norms derived in an original contractual position devoid of
communication, as long as all contractors share a common liberal political conception. In the
contrary, Habermas establishes democracy on the principle of deliberation, where all principles
are the result of free intersubjective discourse within an open public sphere. However, the
common objective for both philosophers is to build a just and stable democratic society
governed by independent principles of the good life. This is what Rawls expressed as the
concept of "Overlapping Consensus," while Habermas referred to it as the principle of
"Consensus" Within this framework; we aim to explore the limits of this principle in Habermas's

approach.

Keywords: Justice, Democracy Liberal, Democracy Deliberative, Communication,

Consensus.
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