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Abstract:

How do we understand modern Arabic poetry? This question often comes to mind as we
engage with its texts, immerse ourselves in its words, and confront the challenge of reading,
understanding, and analyzing it. However, reading seems to be an adventure fraught with the
risks of understanding or misunderstanding the many symbols, puzzles, myths, and paradoxes
found in this poetry. The layers of meaning inherent in its poetic language and references to
other texts make the process of understanding a challenging task. Readers find themselves in
a maze where every path to understanding is blocked, prompting them to ask: How do we read
this poetry? How do we comprehend it? And how do we interpret it? Furthermore, what causes
the obstacles to understanding? Are they related to the poetry itself, the reader’s perspective,
or the tools and methods employed? Is what we understand or presume to understand the
correct comprehension? Many questions linger as we attempt to answer them in this scholarly

paper, utilizing examples from modern and contemporary Arabic poetry.

Keywords: Obstacles - poetry - ambiguity - myth - symbol - understanding.
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