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The Semiotics of Gender Transformation in the
Tunisian Novel Between the Search for Identity and its
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Abstract:

Feminist writings have generated numerous concepts that have emerged from the womb of
the feminist movement, similar to the concept of gender. This concept is fundamentally based
on the differences between the realities of women and men, extending beyond the boundaries
of biological distinctions to express cultural and social practices. These practices are
responsible for shaping an individual's body and behaviors from a young age, enabling them

to embody a range of differences that define their identity.

from However, certain groups may deviate from the cultural and social norms that regulate
masculine and feminine identities. This can lead to a shift in gender boundaries, accompanied
by identity disturbances experienced by these groups. Some individuals seek to transcend
these disturbances through "gender transformation" as a solution to the search for a
fragmented self-torn between the mixed masculine and feminine composition within the body
itself. Shockingly, this transformation can become a complete disruption of identity, deepening
the crisis and stripping away the essence of being. From this perspective, we have chosen to
delve into the "Semiotics of Gender Transformations in Tunisian Feminist Novels: Between the
Search for Identity and its Disruption." Specifically, we will focus on the novel "Tarchkanah" by
the feminist author "Masouda Bouabaker," employing a semiotic interpretive approach aimed
at probing the meanings, addressing the crisis of identity and its questions, investigating its
causes and determinants within the selected narrative. Our goal is to explore the concept of
gender and its relationship with shaping and disrupting identity, by qualitatively examining the

issue of gender or "sexual" transformation in our Tunisian society.

Keywords: Identity, Gendre, Feminist Narratives, Identity Disruption, Masculinity and

femininity.
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