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Abstract:

Most Scholars interested in the domain of political philosophy agree on the distinction
between the ancient (Greek) political theory and its modern counterpart. The old political theory
is described as “idealistic”; a description that was used first by the Italian political thinker
Machiavelli, who claimed in the introduction to his work The Prince that ancient politics didn’t
find its way to application in reality, because “the ancients” wrote only about imagined republics
and cities. This makes it the theoretical counterpart to “the realistic political philosophy,” which
looks at man as he is in reality, not as he should be. The distinction served as a mark that
distinguished the modern period for which the English philosopher Thomas Hobbes is one of the
most prominent founders. This is due to the fact that Hobbes could build a new perspective,
through which the explanation of human behavior requires the study of the nature of man as it is
in reality, apart from the standards that determine patterns of communal living (traditions,
customs, values, mores, punitive laws...etc) in society. To achieve this intention Hobbes
invented a “methodological trick”, which postulates that human society has a supposed history
in which people lived without institutions and authority, wherefore their actions and decisions had
no motive except nature. Hobbes arrived at the conclusion that human nature is rife with evil
emotions, especially selfishness and the desire for dominance and glory. It is, therefore, clear
that the existence of unrestrained evil eventually leads to “the war of all against all”; a situation
in which all people — equally—feel “the fear of death.” This fear alone is what can lead them to
look for security and to accept the conditions communal and safe living requires. Hobbes has
used the idea of “the fear of death” and made of it the only open door to construct a political
theory, which assumes that control over “natural evil” will not be where it not for a power similar
to “a mortal God” practiced by a ruler with a comprehensive sovereignty that intimidates people
and forces them to be subject to civil laws. This translated article explains the importance of the

idea of “fear of death” and its value in the Hobbesian political theory.

Key words, The Fear of death - the state of nature - the war of all against all - the violence -

the social contract - the state.
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