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Abstract:

The Tunisian art scene in the last decade has been marked by the emergence of a number
of new names who have shown a remarkable interest in line drawing and have embarked on
unique artistic experiments that deserve to be highlighted and their aesthetic and thematic
dimensions explored. Manji Maatouk is perhaps one of the most important painters of the last
decade to specialize in free figurative art in Tunisia. He has even established an exceptional and
highly rewarding artistic experience that is characterized by constant giving and tireless and
continuous work. He is an artist with an open nature and a cheerful personality, despite the pain

that one feels when talking to him deeply, a pain that results from a deep existential anxiety.

This explains the implications embedded in his linear works. His choice of the body with its
changes and fluctuations has contributed to the manifestation of this existential anxiety, and he
has used it in its easels (support) as a subject and as a causal occupation for him to the point
that it has become the main element in the paintings, using it to pose and address issues in a
distinctive way that goes beyond the superficial physical treatment of the body to delve into
humanitarian and existential issues. In his paintings, Maatouk has adapted bodies texturized as
a group of bodies with a strong open muscle structure defined in their external shape and form.
Hence, the question is not only concerned with painting, but with the spectacle of the body, which
is the highest degree of creativity. In this way, we understand that the artist Manji Maatouk has
given the body a dense presence in his plastic works and in his drawings, which Habib Beyda
considered a unique adventure that relies on the spectacle of bodies in paintings of different
shapes and sizes and in very special colors in which there is a stark contrast and an exciting
convergence. Embodied its features with lining as an essential element that he has been creative

in Handling.

Manji Maatouk is a painter who is proficient in line drawing and has a good background in the
material of image and lighting and their direction in an exceptional composition. Therefore, and
due to his strong relationship with the artists Habib Bida and Ridha Ben Abdallah, he has been

distinguished by a very important reference base.

Keywords: Line -Line drawing - Theatricalization of the body - Line rendering - Anxiety.
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