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Origin of derivation:
is it from the noun or the verb?
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Abstract:

The issue of origin and branch is a salient topic in the heritage of Arabic grammar that has
sparked controversy among scholars from the Kufan and Basran grammar schools. These
concepts are fundamental to the study of linguistic derivation, a system that generates various
lexical items and has been a subject of research in language for centuries. Many classical Arabic
grammar books — such as Al-Insafu fi Masa’ili Al-Khilaf, Al-ldhahu fi llali Al-Nahuw, and Al-Tabien
a’an Mathahib Al-Nahwiyyin Al-Kufiyyin wa Al-Basriyyin, have discussed this issue. The
controversy over derivation was a dialectical one, which reflects the prominence this topic gainedin
the Kufan and Basran schools. The former argued that the gerund is the root for derivation, while
the latter maintained that the verb is the root. This paper aims to clarify the concepts of origin and
branch, explore the reasons behind the choice of verb and gerund, and examine the justifications

and approaches of the Basran and Kufan schools in supporting their positions.

Keywords: origin, branch, Basra, Kufa, and controversial issue.
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