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Abstract:

This research monitors the evolution of theoretical themes posed by what has come to be
known as "The Anthropology of Islam”, that address key questions about daily religious and
ethical practice in the Muslim communities. The first trend in this discipline is represented by
the anthropologist Clifford Geertz, who analyzes the religious phenomenon as an interpretive
cultural system, in which collective representations of symbols play a crucial role in the
shaping of everyday practice, by giving a realistic aura to concepts and creating a psychological
condition that supports that emotional presence. The second trend against criticism of cultural
analysis was led by Talal Asad, who emphasizes the importance of Tradition, creating the

concept of "Discursive Tradition" and its role in shaping religion.

Words keys: Islamic anthropology - Religious practice - Symbolic systems - Discursive

tradition.
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