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Abstract:

Some people think that there is no logic in poetry, because the logic is a science of mind,
and the poetry is a field of emotions and feelings. However, the logician is not intended to
make poetry logical but his purpose is to search of the logical characteristics in poetry that are
added to rhetorical ones. The chief aim of this paper is to determine the Analogical Argument
in Arabic poetry. According to Ibn Sinan Al-khafaji (466.H), some great Arabic poets such as
Al-Ma’arri, and Aba Tammam, and others used the analogical argument to add in the speech
meanings that indicate its validity by an example of it. Sometimes, the Arabic poet does not
only aim to influence the addressees, and amuse them by the art of saying, but in addition to
that, he convinces of what he claims, through a sensory example or a wise proverb. We would
answer the following questions: shortly, what the Analogical argumentis? And in details, what
the Analogical argument is according to Ibn Sinan Al-khafaji? What are its syntactic, semantic,
and pragmatic characteristics? Are there many examples of itin Arabic poetry? Is the analogical
argument like Aristotle’s example? It is possible to formalize some Arabic poetry verses (have

analogical argument) in other’s inferences?

Key words: Ancient Arabic poetry- Argument- Analogy— Analogical argument- Example-

Reductio ad absurdum- Modus tollens- Proportional reasoning.
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-Aristotle, The categories, on the interpretation, and the prior analytics, (Prior Analytics, translated by Hugh
Tredennick.), Harvard University Press, 1942, p.514.
e Gty 5900 Olemmydl s ST a8 1y Mslansyl Blara” (et w39 AN L)) Ly pall Bemmyill s Lkinl -2
Bammyiy 3 o Uiady " ghansy] shaie) JalSI (adll” s lgas o s Lod Lodadioeiy SISy o33 3Ll 08 21138,
el 5 3y + 9] il U3y gl 8 eSSyl eyt o6 (5] el )
- Aristotle, Organon, or Logical Treatises, Literally translated, with notes, syllogistic examples, analysis, and
introduced by Octavius Freire Owen, London, 1889, Vol. 1, p. 232: «<Example is when the extreme is shown to
be present with the middle through something similar to the third, but it is necessary to know that the middle
is with the third, and the first with what is similar. For example, let A be bad, B to (make war) upon
neighbours, C the Athenians against the Thebans, D the Thebans against thePhocians. If then we wish be
show that it is bad to war against the Thebans, we must assume that it is bad to war against neighbours, but
the demonstration of this is from similar, as that (the war) by the Thebans against the Phocians (was bad).
Since then war against neighbours is bad, but that against the Thebans is against neighbours, it is evidently

bad to war against the Thebans, so that evident that B is with C, and with D, (since both are to war against
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2- Buchanan, S., Poetry and Mathematics, ].B. Lippncot Company, Philadelphia and New York, 1957, p.7:
«This book might be dedicated to the proposition that each human being is both a poet and mathematician,
but perhaps it might better be dedicated to two human being who were superb masters of poetry and
mathematics, Dante and Kepler, Dante constructed the Divine Comedy on a framework of Aristotelian and
Ptolemic astronomy. Kepler transformed this framework into the modern solar system. Both were guided by

the poetic considerations of theological, psychological, and moral analogies».
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